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whilst he was thus delayed, Soult at the head of a large force
was marching to the relief of Badajoz.

Beresford's situation was critical. Should he fight or
should he retire across the Guadiana? The responsibility
lay upon his shoulders, and he did not like it.

An anxious letter from him sent Lord Wellington flying
back south. Though always a lightning mover, this ride
must have broken all his records. " He covered the distance
(135 miles) in three days," says Schaumann, "but as he
could find no relays for his horse, he rode two to death in
accomplishing the journey."1

In spite of his speed, however, he was too late, and on
arrival at Elvas * on the i9th, was greeted with Beresford's
despatch of the battle of the i6th, with its appalling casualty
list.

His first thought was a kindly one for the Marshal.

Your loss, by all accounts, has been very large [he wrote], but I hope
that it will not prove so large as was at first supposed. You could
not be successful in such an action without a large loss, and we must
make up our minds to affairs of this kind sometimes, or give up the
game.8

Albuera, although a victory, failed to give satisfaction to
the combatants.

No general [says Napier] ever gained so great a battle with so little
increase of military reputation as Marshal Beresford. His personal
intrepidity and strength . . . were conspicuously dispkyed, yet the
breath of his own army withered his laurels . . . The batde should
have been fought s [states the historian decisively].

306.                 2 Dispatches, VoL VII> p. 558.
3 Napier, Val* III, p. z?5, 17$.
* A fortress of the second otder on the frontier between Spain and
Portugal, near Badafoz. It was of great importance as it was the base
for tfae army in these parts, containing lie hospitals, stores, ammunition^
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